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American neighborhood had contaminated the 
water wells, they organized their neighbors 
and launched a seven-year battle that won 
them safe drinking water. 

In 1962, Bea and Frank moved to Chicago, 
where for decades they were involved in every 
civil rights struggle—and there were many. 
They joined the fight for fair housing, against 
lynching, and against segregation. 

Bea began her career in education at age 
47 when she became a Chicago Public School 
teacher. She later became an assistant math 
professor at Malcolm X College, publishing nu-
merous groundbreaking books on the multicul-
tural roots of mathematics and science. To 
this day, she is an active member of the Chi-
cago Teachers Union, never missing a rally, 
always fighting for the rights of teachers and 
their students who deserve a quality edu-
cation. 

In 1983, Harold Washington, former Illinois 
State Senator and U.S. Congressman, ignited 
the hopes and dreams of Chicagoans across 
the city when he ran for and won election as 
mayor. Bea and Frank were on the frontline of 
the campaign and remained committed sup-
porters throughout his administration. 

That same year, the Republican Governor 
of Illinois proposed a budget that slashed 
funding for basic human needs. Bea and 
Frank responded to the call to join the Crisis 
March to Springfield. They walked 200 miles 
to the state Capitol with a group organized by 
Illinois Public Action, stopping for meetings in 
small towns, talking to the media as they 
went, and being met for the last mile by more 
than one thousand supporters. The Governor 
capitulated and the cuts were restored. As the 
organizer of that march, I had the opportunity 
to begin a never-ending friendship with Bea 
and with Frank that lasted until he died. 

Bea wrote many books, but her most ac-
claimed is Always Bring a Crowd: The Story of 
Frank Lumpkin Steelworker, that chronicles 
Frank’s battle against Wisconsin Steel. On 
March 28, 1980, Wisconsin Steel closed its 
plant with no notice. Three thousand workers 
lost their jobs, their last paycheck, their bene-
fits and their pensions. With Bea at his side, 
Frank formed the Save Our Jobs Committee. 
Their fight would last 17 years and win those 
workers $19 million. 

Bea participated in the formation of the Coa-
lition of Labor Union Woman in 1974, remains 
involved in the organization, and continues to 
mentor young trade union sisters. To this day, 
Bea remains active on the national and local 
stage. She is an activist member of the Illinois 
Alliance of Retired Americans, fighting to pro-
tect and expand Social Security, Medicare and 
Medicaid. She is a familiar face at demonstra-
tions, peace vigils, and rallies. She has joined 
countless picket lines including in front of laun-
dries, as she did as a young organizer, still 
fighting for workers’ rights. 

By example, Bea Lumpkin has dem-
onstrated how one person’s passion for social 
justice can transform families, communities 
and societies. For the last one hundred years, 
Bea has devoted her life to improving the con-
dition of others, from exploited laundry work-
ers in New York City to unemployed Steel 
workers in Chicago, from union women fight-
ing for equality in the workplace to seniors de-
manding affordable health care. 

It’s impossible to feel cynical about the po-
tential of ordinary people to shape history 
when one thinks about the indelible mark Bea-

trice Lumpkin has had on so many lives. Her 
relentless and passionate pursuit of justice 
has inspired me to be a better person and fills 
me with hope for the future. 
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Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor my good friend, Master 
Sergeant Josefita Ojeda. 

Recently, this distinguished airman won the 
Air Force’s Headquarters Individual Reservist 
Readiness and Integration Organization’s (HQ 
RIO) award for Senior Non-Commissioned Of-
ficer of the second quarter of this year. 

HQ RIO serves to prepare Individual Re-
serve forces so that they are wartime ready 
and meet Air Force and Combatant Com-
mander requirements. Within HQ RIO, there 
are 2,700 enlisted members and 4,500 offi-
cers. 

The Senior Non-Commissioned Officer rank 
is bestowed upon airmen who demonstrate 
leadership while upholding the Air Force’s mis-
sion of ‘‘aiming high.’’ 

Having worked with Master Sergeant Ojeda 
at Robins Air Force Base, I can attest to her 
determination and devotion to her country, two 
traits that have earned her this distinguished 
honor. 

Mr. Speaker, members of our military stand 
ready to answer the call of duty at any given 
moment. As service men and women like 
Master Sergeant Ojeda selflessly defend our 
freedom, we must ensure that we are sup-
porting them each step of the way. 

I congratulate Master Sergeant Josefita 
Ojeda and thank her for her commitment to 
our country and the United States Air Force. 
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Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, 20 
years ago on August 7, 1998, Islamist terror-
ists affiliated with al-Qaida attacked American 
soil—bombing the American embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania. Over 200 people were 
killed in these attacks, including 12 Americans, 
and more than 4,000 were injured. I ask that 
we pause to remember those Americans who 
gave their lives in service to our country that 
day. 

At approximately 10:30 a.m. on that day, a 
non-descript delivery truck drove up to the 
back gate of our embassy in Nairobi, Kenya, 
and tried to enter the underground parking ga-
rage. When the embassy’s security guards 
stopped them, the terrorists inside the truck 
began shooting before detonating a massive 
bomb that devastated the embassy and many 
of the surrounding buildings. Nine minutes 
later, in Tanzania, a second truck stopped just 
35 feet from the wall of our embassy in Dar 
Es Salaam and detonated its deadly payload. 

Approximately 220 people died instantly, and 
thousands more were wounded in the two at-
tacks. 

With great reverence, we recognize the 
courage of the Kenyan and Tanzanian security 
and emergency personnel who prevented 
even greater loss of life by their bold actions. 
We offer our sincere condolences to the na-
tionals of both countries who suffered the 
greatest number of killed and injured in these 
senseless, horrific attacks. 

History should record that U.S. personnel in 
both embassies showed extraordinary leader-
ship and personal courage in their response to 
the attacks, rapidly responding to locate and 
rescue victims. Their offices were on fire and 
their colleagues dead and injured—but these 
men and women responded immediately and 
quickly restored embassy operations. U.S. em-
bassies throughout the region went on alert. 

Unfortunately, we in Washington did not re-
spond as quickly to the strategic threats we 
witnessed that day. The precisely coordinated 
attacks on our embassies were a declaration 
of war and a warning of our enemies’ intention 
to hit our homeland. But we failed to heed that 
warning and paid a price three years later 
when al-Qaida took us by surprise and struck 
again on September 11, 2001—this time killing 
nearly 3,000 in a series of similarly coordi-
nated attacks in New York, Virginia, and 
Pennsylvania. 

Since the founding of our country, our dip-
lomats have served America in some of the 
most difficult and dangerous places on earth. 
Our embassies and consulates are platforms 
of U.S. influence and vigilance and our dip-
lomats are often the first to spot threats to our 
national security before they arrive on our 
shores. These intrepid professionals defend 
our national security, enforce our laws, and 
protect our fellow citizens overseas. And they 
are often the first Americans our enemies tar-
get. 

Many Americans remember 9/11 as the first 
time al-Qaida struck the United States, but the 
first battle in our struggle against terrorism 
took place on August 7, 1998 outside our em-
bassies in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam. Our 
diplomats were on the front lines that day, and 
they continue to serve on the front lines 
around the world today serving at over 275 
posts around the world. 

And the threats continue. In recent years, 
terrorists have killed American diplomats in 
Libya, Iraq, Sudan, and Afghanistan, while 
hostile intelligence services actively target our 
personnel in China, Russia, Cuba and else-
where. 

Mr. Speaker, the history of the East Africa 
bombings 20 years ago shows us that we ig-
nore threats to our diplomats at our own peril. 
Let us therefore resolve to remember those 
who gave their lives for our country, and dedi-
cate ourselves to protecting America’s national 
security by committing ourselves to a strong, 
secure, and effective Foreign Service. 
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HONORING JEFFREY HANSEN 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 26, 2018 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Jeffrey Hansen, founding wine-
maker of Lula Cellars, who passed away on 
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